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Inspiring Learning 
AKO PANUKU

PĀNUI - TERM 1, 2026

We hope you’ve had a great first term 
full of new learnings, connections, and 
meaningful mahi. As we move into 
the cooler season, it’s also a timely 
reminder to take care over these 
colder days - keeping your tinana and 
wellbeing strong and resilient.

It’s been a busy and excting first 
quarter for Ako Panuku. Recently, 
we sent out the first mailout of new 
resources for 2026. 

We’ve also released a new set of 
Hākinakina posters, all bundled 
together on our website for easy 
download. 

This term, we delivered our first set of 
workshops including Pāngarau, NCEA 
Co-Requisites - Te Reo Matatini and 
our first delivery of Te Reo Rangatira. 
Looking ahead to Term Two, we 
have a range of workshops open 
for registration, including Wānanga 
Reo, Poipoia te Pitomata, and Te Ara 
Whakatere - Navigating Leadership. 

MEET OUR TEAM

KIA ORA

TE PURITANGA JEFFERIES
Ngāti Tūkorehe, Ngāti Raukawa, 
Te Whakatōhea, Te Whānau a Apanui
Te Puritanga is a tauira of kōhanga reo, 
Kura Mana Māori, and Māori secondary 
school. She has held consultant 
and managerial roles in both private 
and public sector organisations with 
experience in research, strategy, and 
policy development. Te Puritanga also 
represents her iwi on post settlement 
governance entities.

TE KIRIWAI MURPHY-FELL
Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Apa, 
Ngāi Tahu
Te Kiriwai has recently returned from 
her overseas exchange at the University 
of California, Berkeley, in the United 
States. She holds a Bachelor of Social 
Science from the University of Waikato, 
majoring in History with a minor in Te 
Reo Māori. She joins the team as project 
support, and has a strong foundation in 
history, tikanga, and Māori engagement.

Additionally, planning for Hui ā-Tau 
2026 is underway, and we can’t wait to 
share more details with you soon.

Fill your Easter with good 
kai and company - a choc 

egg or two (or three), 
and fresh hot cross buns 
always goes down a treat 

with the whānau. You could 
also try out some Easter 
phrases in te reo Māori.

Note: The tari will be closed 
Friday 3 April for Good 

Friday, and Monday 6 April 
for Easter Monday.

https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/resources?prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5Bdistinct%5D=false&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5BclickAnalytics%5D=true&prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5BclassName%5D%5B0%5D=Resource&prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bbundle%5D%5B0%5D=H%C4%81kinakina%20%7C%20Sports%20Posters
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/courses?prod_federated%5Bquery%5D=Upcoming%20courses&prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5BclassName%5D%5B0%5D=Upcoming%20course&prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5BclassName%5D%5B1%5D=Past%20course&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5Bdistinct%5D=4&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5BclickAnalytics%5D=true
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/courses?prod_federated%5Bquery%5D=Upcoming%20courses&prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5BclassName%5D%5B0%5D=Upcoming%20course&prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5BclassName%5D%5B1%5D=Past%20course&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5Bdistinct%5D=4&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5BclickAnalytics%5D=true
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1acNvVg2PZ/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1acNvVg2PZ/


WĀNANGA REO
Te Pōtitanga
29 - 30 April | Auckland
This 2-day Ako Panuku Wānanga Reo 
is designed specifically to improve 
the quality of the teachers’ language. 
Te Pōtitanga is the theme of the first 
Wānanga Reo for 2026. 

POIPOIA TE PITOMATA
Supporting Divers Learners
6 - 7 May | Auckland
This two-day wānanga builds practical 
strategies and confidence to support 
ākonga, exploring executive function 
through a kaupapa Māori lens and 
strengthening belonging for all learners.

TE ARA WHAKATERE
Navigating Leadership
20 - 21 May 2026 | Wellington
Based on traditional navigation, 
Te Waka me Te Moana will be the 
focus for the first workshop in a new 
leadership offering called Te Ara 
Whakatere.
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UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Feb 2026 | Auckland Mar 2026 | Auckland Mar 2026 | Auckland

REGISTER ONLINE

TE REO RANGATIRA
Introduction to the Wāhanga Ako
At our first delivery of Te Reo Rangatira, 
kaiako valued being guided through 
the wāhanga ako, as they navigated its 
new structure and terminology. They 
gained a stronger understanding of 
the rationale behind the changes and, 
through tūārere group discussions, 
explored implications for programme 
planning and expectations.

NCEA CO-REQUISITES
Exploring NCEA Te Reo Matatini
Although the NCEA Co-Requisite focuses 
on ākonga in Tau 9 -10, understanding 
the requirements of the standard means 
it is applicable and appropriate for kaiako 
teaching ākonga from Tau 1 onwards.  It 
was great to welcome nearly 40 kaiako 
to this 2-day workshop, including kaiako 
teaching Tau 1-6 ākonga.

PĀNGARAU WORKSHOP
Tihei Pāngarau
We welcomed another large group of 
kaiako to Auckland for the first of two 
Pāngarau workshops scheduled for this 
year.  Divided into three groups, kaiako 
spent time with each facilitator exploring 
important concepts in pāngarau, as well 
as practising how those concepts can 
be taught.

https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/courses?prod_federated%5BrefinementList%5D%5BclassName%5D%5B0%5D=Upcoming%20course&prod_federated%5Bquery%5D=Upcoming%20courses&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5Bdistinct%5D=false&prod_federated%5Bconfigure%5D%5BclickAnalytics%5D=true
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Participant Feedback
“I’m really enjoying the course. 
The teaching approaches used in 
Mumu Reo have also influenced my 
classroom practice. I’m grateful for 
the opportunity and plan to finish 
early May.”

MUMU REO UPDATE
First Book Review for 2026 and 
new Virtual Library
Check out our first book review 
for 2026, Become Unstoppable by 
Gilbert Enoka, and explore past 
book reviews in our new growing 
virtual library.

TE PAE PUKAPUKA

  CLUSTERS PCTs

Hamilton Cluster Meet
Earlier this month, the Hamilton 
cluster came together to network, 
share rauemi, and discuss 
Moderation and PLD opportunities. 
The Hamilton cluster generally meets 
each term. 

CLUSTER HUI
Connect, Share & Grow!
Connect with kaiako in your region 
by joining an Ako Panuku cluster. If 
you’re interested in finding a cluster 
near you, or starting a cluster in your 
region, please email the tari for more 
information.

JOIN A CLUSTER
You’re doing great, keep going!
Get familiar with the proposed 
new Standards for the Teaching 
Profession. As a valued member 
of the teaching profession, it’s 
important that we are aware of our 
responsibilities. 

ME KARAWHIU!

Hamilton Cluster

Kura Reo 2026
We’ll sponsor up to six kaiako to 
attend the popular Kura Reo in Ōtaki 
(July) and Rotorua (September).  

Sir Paul Callaghan Academy
Back this year after a successful 
2025, we’ll sponsor two kaiako to 
attend this year’s Academy in July. 

Te Māngai Kaiārahi
Two members will have the 
opportunity to attend this leadership 
conference. More info coming soon!

	 EXCLUSIVE OPPORTUNITIES IN 2026

Coming Soon!
We’re excited to be releasing a new 
Pūtaiao resource soon. Ko tā te 
Pūtaiao resource is a vibrant and 
colourful poster depicting some of 
the key descriptors of Pūtaiao. The 
resource will be available in reorua.

NEW RESOURCE

Keep an eye out for a special pānui!

ME RANGATIRA TO AKO AKO PANUKU LEADERSPŪTAIAO COMMUNITY

https://www.facebook.com/groups/447773354763263
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/pae-kahui/te-pokai-kakakura/te-paepukapuka
mailto:akopanuku%40haemata.co.nz?subject=Cluster%20enquiry
https://teachingcouncil.nz/en/code-and-standards/our-code-our-standards/introducing-the-code-and-standards
https://teachingcouncil.nz/en/code-and-standards/our-code-our-standards/introducing-the-code-and-standards
https://teachingcouncil.nz/en/code-and-standards/our-code-our-standards/introducing-the-code-and-standards
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HE WHAKAMŌHIO NOA

TE MARAUTANGA O AOTEAROA
Consultation on the redesigned 
marautanga
Submissions on the new draft Te 
Marautanga o Aotearoa is open until 
24 April 2026.  Te Waiora, Pūtaiao, 
Toi Ihiihi, Hangarau, Te Reo Pākeha, 
Ngā Reo, as well as Te Marautanga 
o Aotearoa Framework are available 
for consultation.  As implementation 
has begun for Te Reo Rangatira and 
Pāngarau, these wāhanga ako are not 
being consulted on. Kia kaha rā e te iwi! 
Have your say!

TE KURA RAUNUI
Build fluency and confidence to 
use te reo in the classroom
Te Kura Raunui is a free online 
reo Māori programme designed 
specifically for teachers and education 
staff working in compulsory education 
settings, from primary through to 
secondary.

This programme focuses on practical, 
everyday reo Māori use within the 
school environment, supporting 
confident language use in real 
classroom contexts. Find out more!

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK!
Sorted in Schools Financial Literacy 
Resources
Kia ora rā!  We’re keen to hear from 
kaiako who are using any of the 
following Te Whai Hua - Kia Ora | 
Sorted in Schools financial literacy 
resources:

•	 Ngā Rauemi Tāke

•	 Te Tātai Ahumoni

If you’d like to get involved, please 
email the Ako Panuku team. for more 
information. 

In the wisdom of our ancestors, 
a phrase could hold a world of 
meaning — wrapped in rhythm, 
imagery, and the melody of thought. 
Through the eyes of kupu whakarite, 
both handed down and newly 
imagined, we draw upon that legacy 
to see and celebrate the many 
facets of our tamariki — each a 
living metaphor in motion.

Everyone has their own strengths, 
talents, and ways of seeing the 
world. This resource is designed 
to help ākonga notice, value, and 
celebrate the unique qualities in 
themselves and others. Using kupu 
whakarite, we can draw comparisons 
between often abstract ideas and 
the taiao. They express our unique 
Māori worldview.  

He whakamārama
Introduction

Inspiring Learning 
AKO PANUKU

HE KŌHINGA KĪWAHA
New Release
A collection of useful kīwaha, 
including translations and 
examples of usage, which can 
be used to develop learning 
activities for your class.

View resource.

Kia Wana te Tuhituhi

Te
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a Te Kura Tuatahi Te Kura Tuarua

Te Whakakapinga
Hei whakamutunga ... 

I te mutunga iho ... 

Nō reira, koinā te take ...

Te Whakakapinga
Hei whakakapi, e mārama ana ... 

I te mutunga iho, e tohu ana ngā taunakitanga ... 

Hei whakarāpopoto i ngā take matua … 

Kia whakaarohia ēnei āhuatanga katoa ...

Ēt
ah

i A
tu

Te Kura Tuatahi Te Kura Tuarua

Te Whakatairite
I pēnei hoki i ...

He rite tēnei ki ... 

Pēnei/Pērā i ...

Te Whakatauaro 
Engari ... 

Heoi, ... 

Hāunga anō ...

Te Tāpiri Kōrero 
Ka mutu ... 

Ā muri iho ... 

Ko tētahi anō mea, ko ...

Te Whakatairite
Arā anō ...

He pērā tonu i ...

Waihoki ... 

E whakaatu ana ēnei kōrero/ariā e rua i ... 

Te Whakatauaro 
Heoi anō, ... 

Manohi anō, ...

Ko te tauaro …

E rerekē ana i te kōrero o mua ... 

Ahakoa ...

Te Tāpiri Kōrero 
Waihoki ... 

Hei āpiti atu ki tēnei ...

Ko tētahi atu kōrero hei āpiti atu, ko ...

Hei tāpirihanga ...

This essay will explore …

The purpose of this essay 
is to …

One of the key issues to
consider is …

In recent years, many
people have argued that …

I’m going to write about …

This story is about …

I will explain ... 

Sentence Starters

Primary

Secondary

Introduction

This essay will explore …

The purpose of this essay 
is to …

One of the key issues to
consider is …

In recent years, many
people have argued that …

Introduction

I’m going to write about …

This story is about …

I will explain ... 

INTRODUCTION

Sentence Starters

Secondary
Primary

BODY

Presenting an Argument

One important point to consider is …

A strong argument in favour of this 
idea is …

This supports the claim that …

A major factor contributing to this is …

This suggests that …

Opposing an Argument 

Critics might argue that …

Some people disagree, claiming that …

On the contrary, some suggest …

An opposing viewpoint is that …

It could also be argued that …

Emphasis

It is important to note that …

Significantly …

It must be emphasised that …

A key point to remember is …

Examples and Evidence  

For example …

For instance …

Evidence for this can be found in …

This is demonstrated by …

Cause and Result 

As a result …

Consequently …

This led to …

Therefore …

One significant outcome was …

 

Presenting an Argument

Some people say that …

This means that …

I think that …

Opposing an Argument 

Some people don’t agree…

I don’t think that …

Emphasis

The best part is …

Most of all …

This means that …

Examples and Evidence  

You can see this when …

One time …

A good example is …

Cause and Result 

Because of this …

That’s why …

So …

Sentence Starters

Primary

Secondary

Conclusions

In conclusion, it is clear 
that …

Overall, the evidence 
suggests that …

To summarise the main 
points …

Taking all of these factors 
into account …

Conclusions

To finish …

In the end …

So, that’s why …

 

CONCLUSION

Sentence Starters

Secondary
Primary

Compare

Similarly …

In the same way …

Likewise …

Both texts/ideas show that …

Contrast 

However, …

On the other hand, …

In contrast ...

Unlike the previous point …

Nevertheless …

Adding Information 

Furthermore …

In addition to this …

Another point worth 
mentioning is …

Additionally …

Compare

This also happened when 
…

This is the same as …

Just like …

Contrast 

But …

However, …

Unlike …

Adding Information 

Also …

Next …

Another thing is …

OTHER

He kounga te whakakapinga mēnā:

• ka paparuatia te ariā matua (kaua ā-kupu nei)

• ka whakarāpopotohia ō kaupapa matua

• ka oreore tonu ngā whakaaro o te kaipānui.

Mā te whakatakinga:

• e hihiko ai te ngākau o te kaipānui – kia mau rātou i te pātai, i te kōrero mīharo,  
i te kōrero paki, i tētahi kōrero whai take rānei

• e whakataki te kaupapa

• e whakatakoto te kaupapa matua, te ariā matua rānei.

Ko tā te KĀTŪ, he whakaraupapa i ia kōwae 
kōrero kia mārama ai, kia hāngai ai,  

kia whai take ai hoki ngā ariā.
• Kaupapa: Me whakataki te kaupapa 

matua o te kōwae. 

• Āpitihanga: Hoatu he taunakitanga, 
he raraunga, he rangahau, he kupu 

anō rānei hei tautoko i te kaupapa.

• Tauira: Hoatu he tauira whāiti hei 
whakaahua i ngā taunakitanga.

• Ū: E ū ai te tuhinga ki tōna otinga, me hono anō 
ki te ariā matua, me whakaatu rānei te hononga ki 

te kōwae e whai ake ana.

Me Mārama ki te Mahi

I mua i te tahuri ki te tuhi, me mātua mōhio  
ki te ngako o te kaupapa.

Me mōhio ki:

• Te kaupapa – He aha te kaupapa o te tuhinga?

• Te pūtake – Ko te whakamārama, ko te tohe, 
ko te whakaahua, ko te whakatairite rānei?

• Te kaipānui – Mā wai te tuhinga?

• Te roa – E hia te nui o ngā kupu/whārangi?

• Ngā paearu – Me whakauru rānei he kī horipū? 
He rangahau? Me whai rānei tētahi hanganga?

Te Whakamahere i Tō Tuhituhi

Mā te kounga o te whakamahere e kounga ai te tuhituhi.

Ka āwhina te whakamahere i a koe ki te whakaraupapa  
i ō whakaaro, e mārama ai tāu e tuhi nei.

Hei āwhina i te whakamahere:

• Ohia manomanotia ngā mea katoa e mōhio nei koe  
e pā ana ki te kaupapa.

• Kōwhiria ngā ariā matua e 2 – 4, mā te roa o te tuhinga  
te nui e tohutohu.

• Whakatauhia te raupapatanga e puta ai aua ariā matua.

• Kohia ngā kōrero taunaki, ngā kī horipū, ngā rangahau 
hoki mēnā e hiahiatia ana.

• Huahuatia he tauira mahere.

Te Tārai i te Tuhinga

Te Whakatakinga

Whakamahia te KĀTŪ hei Waihanga Kōwae

Te Whakakapinga

Writer’s Jumpstarts

In
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n

Primary Examples Secondary Examples

I’m going to write about …

This story is about …

I will explain ...

This essay will explore …

The purpose of this essay is to …

One of the key issues to consider is …

In recent years, many people have argued 
that …

Bo
dy

Primary Examples Secondary Examples

Presenting an Argument

Some people say that …

This means that …

I think that …

Opposing an Argument

Some people don’t agree …

I don’t think that …

Emphasis

The best part is …

Most of all …

This means that …

Examples and Evidence

You can see this when …

One time …

A good example is …

Cause and Result

Because of this …

That’s why …

So …

Presenting an Argument

One important point to consider is …

A strong argument in favour of this idea is … 

This supports the claim that …

A major factor contributing to this is …

This suggests that …

Emphasis

It is important to note that …

Significantly …

It must be emphasised that …

A key point to remember is …

Examples and Evidence

For example …

For instance …

Evidence for this can be found in …

This is demonstrated by …

Cause and Result

As a result …

Consequently …

This led to …

Therefore …

One significant outcome was …

Kia Wana te Tuhituhi

He Pānui 
Whakaahua A2

Ngā Pānui 
Whakaahua A3

Ngā Tātauira A4

KIA WANA TE TUHITUHI
Writer’s Jumpstarts
Supporting ākonga to 
structure their writing 
effectively. 

Available in te reo Māori and 
English.

HĀKINAKINA POSTERS
Refreshed Resouce
Check out the refreshed 
A3 posters for Poitūkohu 
(basketball) and Poitarawhiti 
(netball).

View resources.

HE ITI REAREA
Mailout Resource!
A set of 30 kupu whakarite 
(metaphors) will help you to 
notice, value, and celebrate 
the unique qualities in 
ākonga. 

View resource.

https://kauwhatareo.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/5637317829.p
https://www.reokorero.com/te-kura-raunui
mailto:akopanuku%40haemata.co.nz?subject=Financial%20Literacy%20Resources%20Enquiry
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/resources/511/kohinga-kiwaha?query=c36f58bc7e29ce5ef093c5f61a97493d
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/resources/509/kia-wana-te-tuhituhi?query=a74d1d8b060b38e12bd1b9d2f755b3f1
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/resources/510/writers-jumpstarts?query=96eab7dc68ab1b1b9f3a9694d7072fc9
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/bundles/19/hakinakina-sports-posters?query=b67f370c77e36028f82093af9cf2d527
https://akopanuku.education.govt.nz/resources/508/he-iti-rearea?query=81fbc4d2a022fb969cdf8c78984e9f8f

